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Attached is Form PTO/SB/44 suitable for printing. 

Submitted herewith is a copy of the Corrected Notice of Allowance and Fee(s) Due 
and the Notice of Allowability dated September 5, 2006 and a copy of the claims from the 
Amendment filed March 14, 2006. Applicants respectfully submit that the corrections shown 
below are in accordance with the claims from the Amendment filed March 14, 2006. The 
corrections do not involve such changes in the patent as would constitute new matter or 
would require re-examination. Applicants respectfully request a Certificate of Correction for 
the following: 

In Claim 44, column 18, line 2, delete "least one question displayed two questions" 
and insert therefor —least two questions—. 
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In Claim 74, column 22, line 1, delete "implementing implement the 
recommendation" and insert therefor —implementing the recommendation—. 

In Claim 95, column 23, line 12, delete "further configured to compare comprising" 
and insert therefor —further comprising—. 

The corrections are not due to any error by Applicants and no fee is due. 
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It is certified that an error appears or errors appear in the above-identified patent and that said Letters 
Patent is hereby corrected as shown below: 

In Claim 44, column 18, line 2, delete "least one question displayed two questions" and 
insert therefor —least two questions--. 

In Claim 74, column 22, line 1, delete "implementing implement the recommendation" and 
insert therefor -implementing the recommendation™. 

In Claim 95, column 23, line 12, delete "further configured to compare comprising" and 
insert therefor -further comprising-. 
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The Patent Term Adjustment to date is 674 day(s). If the issue fee is paid on the date that is three months after the 
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-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address-- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1. [3 This communication is responsive to Amendment After Non-Final Rej ection 3/14/2006. 

2. □ The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-5.7-23,25-34.36-84 and 86-117 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6 □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL 



Attachment(s) 

1. □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08), 

Paper No./Mail Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-4 13), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

7. □ Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. [2 Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9. □ Other . 
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Art Unit: 3639 

DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

Amendment received on 3/14/2006 is acknowledged and entered. Claims 6, 24, 
35, 85 and 118 have been canceled. Claims 1-5, 7-23, 25-34, 36-84 and 86-117 are 
currently pending in the application. 

Claim Rejections under 35 USC § 1 12 and 35 USC § 103 have been withdrawn 
due to the applicant's amendment. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a personal interview 
with an applicant's representative Daniel M. Fitzgerald (Reg. No.:38,880) on Tuesday, 
May 30, 2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
IN THE CLAIMS 

Claim 1, last line, amend as follows: 

response inputted by the user[[,]]; 
providing results to the user. 



Claim 47, last line, amend as follows: 
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response inputted by the user[[,]]; 
providing results to the user. 

Claim 48, last line, amend as follows: 

performed using the server system[[,]]; 
providing results to the user. 

Claim 49, last line, amend as follows: 

On guidelines pre-stored within the database[[.]]; 
providing results to the user. 

Claim 50, last line, amend as follows: 

response inputted by the user[[,]]. 

Claim 115, last line, amend as follows: 

response inputted by the user[[,]]. 

Claim 1 1 6, last line, amend as follows: 

and the response inputted by the user[[,]]. 

Claim 1 1 7, last line, amend as follows: 

determined criteria[[,]]. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 1-5, 7-23, 25-34, 36-84 and 86-117 are allowed. 
The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

As per independent claims 1-5, 7-23, 25-34, 36-84 and 86-1 17, the best prior art, 
Conte et al. (US 5,845,065) in view of Jacobson (US 6,735,701) and further in view of 
Hedstrom et al. (US 6,477,471) teaches a method and system for managing software 
assets, said method including: identifying at least one required software; conducting 
acquisition process and deploying said identified software; storing information relating to 
software owned or licensed by a business entity, including maintaining and reviewing 
software license assignments; tracking software licenses, purchasing and upgrading 
software; unassigning (retiring) software; and further including presenting via a Training 
Module a network user with a template (worksheet) including displaying to said user 
policy recommendation questions; processing responses received from said user by the 
policy effectiveness system to determine policy training needs and policy compliance 
history (compliance with the software management process); wherein sigma values 
computation technique is used for assessing compliance with software-related issues. 

However, Conte et al. in view of Jacobson and further in view of Hedstrom et al. 
does not teach displaying in the assessment worksheet at least two questions including 
whether complete software license documentation has been maintained at the user's 
location, and whether a reconciliation of installed software and licenses has been 
conducted by the user; and using the user's responses for said questions for 
determining compliance with the software management process by calculating sigma 
value. 
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.. The best foreign art, Wolf (EP 667572 A1 ), teaches a method and system for 
software asset management, including management logic for any desired software 
asset management function for execution prior to permitting invocation and execution 
of the application program. 

However, Wolf fails to disclose displaying in the assessment worksheet at least 
two questions including whether complete software license documentation has been 
maintained at the user's location, and whether a reconciliation of installed software and 
licenses has been conducted by the user; and using the user's responses for said 
questions for determining compliance with the software management process by 
calculating sigma value. 

The best NPL prior art, a North Plains Systems Web site, which appears to be 
established since April 1927 (See Waybackmachine Internet print out) discloses an 
application platform for facilitating companies to manage, distribute and monetize their 
digital content. 

However, North Plains Systems fails to disclose displaying in the assessment 
worksheet at least two questions including whether complete software license 
documentation has been maintained at the user's location, and whether a reconciliation 
of installed software and licenses has been conducted by the user; and using the user's 
responses for said questions for determining compliance with the software management 
process by calculating sigma value. 

The remaining dependent claims are considered allowable, as they are 
dependent and based off of an allowable independent claims. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submission should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reason for Allowance". 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Igor Borissovwhose telephone number is 571-272- 
6801 . If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Hayes can be reached on 571-272-6708. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Art Unit: 3629 

Examiner: Igor N. Borissov 



Express Mail Label No.: L 679299470US 

60709-00016 
PATENT 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicant: Peterson et al. 

Serial No.: 09/705,110 

Filed: November 2, 2000 

For: WEB-BASED SYSTEM FOR 

MANAGING SOFTWARE ASSETS 

AMENDMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313 

In response to the Office Action dated September 15, 2005, please amend the above- 
identified patent application as follows. 
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TN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel Claim 1 1 8. 

1 . (currently amended) A method for managing software assets of a business entity 
using a web-based system including a server system coupled to a centralized database and at 
least one client system, the business entity having a software management process, said method 
comprising: 

identifying at least one software asset satisfying a predetermined requirement of the 
business entity; 

initiating and completing an acquisition process of the at least one software asset 
satisfying the predetermined business requirement; 

deploying the acquired software asset including installing the acquired software asset on 
at least one of the server system and the at least one client system, the deployed software asset is 
accessed using the at least one client system; 

storing in the centralized database information relating to the acquired software asset 
owned or licensed by the business entity including storing terms and conditions of a 
corresponding software license; 

maintaining the acquired software asset licensed by the business entity including 
reviewing each the software license and installing updated software on at least one of the server 
system and the at least one client system when provided by the software license; 

retiring the acquired software asset when the acquired software asset is no longer 
required by the business entity including de-installing the acquired software asset; and 

auditing the acquired software asset owned or licensed by the business entity by: 
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transmitting data from the server to the at least one client system to display an 
assessment worksheet on the at least one client system; th e worksheet including at 
l e ast on e question relating to the acquir e d softwar e asset ; 

displaying in the assessment worksheet at least two questions including 
whether complete software license documentation has been maintained at the user's 
location, and whether a reconciliation of installed software and licenses has been 
conducted by the user; 

inputting a response by the user p rompting a us e r to r e spond to the at least on e 
qiT P r . tion display e d on the at l e ast on e client syst e m at least two questions presented in 
the assessment worksheet ; 

processing at inputting to the server at least on e the response received from the 
user to the at least on e question displayed two questions presented in the assessment 
worksheet ; and 

determining compliance with the software management process including 
compliance with the terms and conditions of the software license corresponding to the 
acquired software asset by: 

calculating at the server a sigma value based at least in part on the at 
l e ast on e response rec e ived from inputted by the use r, wher e in th e sigma valu e 
indicates complianc e with th e softwar e management process of th e busin e ss 
e ntity including complianc e with the terms and conditions of the softwar e 
licens e corr e sponding to the acquired software asset . 
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2. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 1 wherein said step of 
identifying at least one software asset further comprises the steps of storing and updating 
information into the database relating to each identified software asset. 

3. (original) A method according to Claim 2 wherein said steps of storing and updating 
information into the database further comprises the step of storing and updating at least as one of 
a last name of an employee, a first name of the employee, a middle initial of the employee, a 
status of the employee, a building and room code where the employee is located, a work phone 
number, a user identification, an e-mail address, a facsimile number, a manager's name who has 
direct supervisory authority over the employee, a department name and code of the department, a 
payroll number, a social security number, and a pay cycle category such as weekly, biweekly and 
monthly. 

4. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 3 wherein said steps of storing 
and updating information into the database further comprises the step of storing and updating at 
least one of a software title, a software serial number, a software manufacturer, a brief 
description of the software, a date on which software was acquired, restrictions or limitations on 
software use, employees on whose desktop the software was installed, purchase order details 
relating to the software verifying the proof of purchase, comments on software functionality, and 
details useful to prove legal ownership and use of the software. 

5. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 3 wherein said steps of storing 
and updating information into the database further comprises the step of storing and updating at 
least one of a serial number for hardware, a name of an employee whom the specific hardware 
has been assigned to and the date on which assigned, details on the hardware such as a 
manufacturer's name, an address, warranty information, hardware capabilities including 
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specifications, month and a year of acquisition, hardware classification such as a desktop unit or 
a laptop unit, lease related information, if applicable, and details useful to prove legal ownership 
and use of the hardware. 

6. (canceled) 

7. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 3 wherein said steps of storing 
and updating information into the database further comprises the step of storing and updating at 
least one of a department title, a manager's name, a manager's social security number, a 
manager's mail stop code, a telephone number and an extension, a business unit contact person's 
name, a telephone number, mail code, address, and facsimile number of the contact person. 

8. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 3 wherein said steps of storing 
and updating information into the database further comprises the step of storing and updating at 
least one of a vendor name, a vendor's business address including a city, state and zip code, 
vendor status such as preferred or non preferred, quality rating of the vendor, customer service 
rating of the vendor, contact person's name for the vendor, terms on which the vendor expects to 
get paid, and vendor relationship details regarding the vendor. 

9. (original) A method according to Claim 3 wherein said steps of storing and updating 
information into the database further comprises the step of storing and updating at least one of 
general training materials available for each of the software purchased and licensed and 
instructions on how to obtain such training materials. 

10. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 3 wherein said steps of storing 
and updating information into the database further comprises the step of storing and updating at 
least one of self assessment responses against a set of specific questions, responses of 
independent audit against a set of specific questions, any self assessment comments, comments 
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by an audit committee, business unit's name, location, and a person completing self assessment, 
and compliance information relating to the software management process. 

1 1 . (previously presented) A method according to Claim 1 wherein said step of 
identifying at least one software asset further comprises the step of defining business 
requirements to be addressed by the software asset. 

12. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 1 wherein said step of 
identifying at least one software asset further comprises the step of analyzing information 
technology requirements. 

13. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 1 wherein said step of 
identifying at least one software asset further comprises the step of analyzing environmental 
standards. 

14. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 1 wherein said step of 
identifying at least one software asset further comprises the step of reviewing and finalizing 
business solution requirements. 

15. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 1 wherein said step of 
identifying at least one software asset further comprises the step of identifying software 
alternatives that meet business requirements. 

16. (original) A method according to Claim 1 wherein said step of initiating and 
completing acquisition process further comprises the steps of evaluating and checking for 
existing software contracts. 

17. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 1 wherein said step of initiating 
and completing an acquisition process further comprises the steps of: 
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making a decision to at least one of use an existing software, buy a new software, and 
build a new software; and 

implementing the decision to at least one of use an existing software, buy a new software, 
and build a new software. 

18. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 17 wherein said step of 
implementing the decision further comprises the steps of: 

reviewing results of the decision; 

preparing and submitting at least one of a request for proposal and a request for 
information to prospective vendors and reviewing results; and 

negotiating and selecting a vendor to acquire the software. 

19. (original) A method according to Claim 17 wherein said step of implementing the 
decision further comprises the step of deciding at least one of copying an existing software and 
purchasing additional licenses for the existing software. 

20. (original) A method according to Claim 18 wherein said step of reviewing results of 
the decision further comprises the step of at least one of approving the decision and rejecting the 
decision based on subjective and objective criteria. 

21 . (original) A method according to Claim 1 8 wherein said step of reviewing results of 
the decision further comprises the step of entering the decision into the database. 

22. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 18 wherein said step of 
reviewing results of the decision further comprises the step of ensuring compliance with equity 
investments guidelines, contract terms and conditions, and legal and financial requirements prior 
to acquisition of the software. 
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23. (original) A method according to Claim 18 wherein said step of negotiating and 
selecting a vendor to acquire the software further comprises the step of executing at least one of 
a purchase order and a contract to acquire the software. 

24. (canceled) 

25. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 1 wherein said step of 
deploying the acquired software further comprises the steps of: 

tracking licenses; and 

updating the database with the current information relating to licenses. 

26. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 1 wherein said step of 
maintaining the acquired software asset further comprises the steps of: 

reviewing maintenance terms of a software license; and 
purchasing upgrades for the software license. 

27. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 1 wherein said step of 
maintaining each the acquired software asset further comprises the step of maintaining software 
licensed by the business entity. 

28. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 1 wherein said step of 
maintaining the acquired software asset further comprises the step of further deploying an 
upgraded version of the software. 

29. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 1 wherein said step of 
maintaining the acquired software asset further comprises the step of updating software purchase 
related information into the database. 
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30. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 1 wherein said step of 
maintaining the acquired software asset further comprises the step of updating software license 
related information into the database. 

31 . (previously presented) A method according to Claim 1 wherein said step of 
maintaining the acquired software asset further comprises the step of renewing a maintenance 
contract for each software asset having such a maintenance contract. 

32. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 1 wherein said step of retiring 
a software asset further comprises: 

de-installing and destroying software in accordance with a license to use the software; 

and 

updating the database with revised licensing information. 

33. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 1 wherein said step of retiring 
a software asset further comprises: 

de-installing and destroying software in accordance with a license to use the software; 

and 

updating the database with purchasing information. 

34. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 1 wherein said step of auditing 
the acquired software asset further comprises the steps of evaluating and assessing exposure of a 
department within the business entity. 

35. (canceled) 

36. (currently amended) A method according to Claim [[35]] I wherein said steps of 
calculating a sigma value further comprises the steps of comparing sigma values computed for 
each department within the business entity. 
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37. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 34 wherein said step of 
auditing the acquired software asset further comprises the steps of developing and implementing 
corrective actions to improve the performance of the business entity. 

38. (original) A method according to Claim 1 wherein said method further comprising 
the step of entering information at least through one of a device connected to the client system. 

39. (original) A method according to Claim 1 wherein said method further comprising 
the step of providing information in response to an inquiry. 

40. (original) A method according to Claim 39 wherein said step of providing 
information in response to an inquiry further comprises the steps of: 

downloading requested information from a server system; and 

displaying requested information on a client system in response to the inquiry. 

41 . (original) A method according to Claim 39 wherein said step of providing 
information further comprises the step of printing requested information in a pre-determined 
format. 

42. (original) A method according to Claim 39 wherein said step of providing 
information further comprises the step of accepting an inquiry from a user. 

43. (original) A method according to Claim 42 wherein said step of accepting an inquiry 
further comprises the steps of: 

displaying information on the client system; and 
receiving an inquiry from the client system. 

44. (original) A method according to Claim 43 wherein said step of receiving an inquiry 
from the client system further includes the steps of submitting a request through pull down 
menus. ^ 
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45. (original) The method according to Claim 43 wherein said step of displaying 
information further includes displaying an HTML document downloaded by the server system. 

46. (original) The method according to Claim 1 wherein the client system and the server 
system are connected via a network and wherein the network is one of a wide area network, a 
local area network, an intranet and the Internet. 

47. (currently amended) A computer-implemented method for tracking software assets 
owned and licensed by a business entity using a computer coupled to a database, the business 
entity having a software management process, said method comprising: 

accessing the database containing software assets information including data relating to 
each software asset owned or licensed by the business entity including terms and conditions of 
each corresponding software license; 

searching the database regarding a specific inquiry received from a user; 

retrieving information from the database; 

causing the retrieved information to be displayed on the computer for tracking, 
monitoring and auditing purposes; and 

auditing each software asset owned or licensed by the business entity by: 

transmitting data for a selected software asset from the database to the 
computer to display an assessment worksheet on the compute r, th o worksheet 
including at l e ast on e question r e lating to the s e lected softwar e asset ; 

displaying in the assessment worksheet at least two questions including 
whether complete software license documentation has been maintained at the user's 
location, and whether a reconciliation of installed software and licenses has been 
conducted by the user; jlj^ 
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inputting a response bv the user p rompting a us e r to r e spond to the at least on e 
quention displayed on the computer at least two questions presented in the assessment 
worksheet ; 

inputting to processing at the computer at least on e the response received from 
the user to the at least on e qu e stion display e d two questions presented in the 
assessment worksheet ; and 

determining compliance with the software management process including 
compliance with the terms and conditions of the software license corresponding to the 
acquired software asset bv: 

calculating at the computer a sigma value based at least in part on the at 
least one response receiv e d from inputted bv the use r, wherein th e sigma valu e 
indicat e s complianc e with th e softwar e management process of th e busin e ss 
entity including compliance with th e terms and condition s of the software 
licens e corr e sponding to tho selected software asset . 
48. (currently amended) A method for tracking software assets owned and licensed by a 
business entity using a web-based server system coupled to a database and at least one client 
system, the business entity having a software management process, said method comprising: 

displaying on the client system for a user a software management assessment check list 
that includes at least two questions including whether complete software license documentation 
has been maintained at the user's location, and whether a reconciliation of installed software and 
licenses has been conducted including a s e ri e s of qu e stion s r e lating to a softwar e asset own e d or 
lic e ns e d by th e busin e ss entity ; 
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inputting a response by the user receiving at th e s e rver syst e m responses ent e r e d by th e 
user using the cli e nt system to each question included within the software management 
assessment check list; and 

determining compliance with the software management process including compliance 
with the terms and conditions of the software license corresponding to the acquired software 
asset by: 

calculating a sigma value based at least in part on the responses inputted by 
the user and on guidelines pre-stored within the database, the calculations are 
performed using the server system , wh o roin the sigma valu e indicat e s complianc e 
with th e softwar e manag e m e nt process of tho business entity including complianc e 
with software lic e ns e s~ as sociated with the softwar e asset . 
49. (currently amended) A computer-implemented method for tracking software assets 
owned and licensed by a business entity and providing a software management sigma value 
based on pre-stored information, the business entity having a software management process, said 
method comprising: 

storing in a database information relating to a software asset owned or licensed by the 
business entity including storing terms and conditions of a corresponding software license; 

displaying on a computer system an assessment worksheet including questions relating to 
the software asset; 

displaying in the assessment worksheet at least two questions including whether complete 
software license documentation has been maintained at the user's location, and whether a 
reconciliation of installed software and licenses has been conducted by the user; 
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inputting a response by the user p rompting a us e r to r e spond to the at lea s t on e qu e stion 
displayed on the comput e r at least two questions presented in the assessment worksheet ; 

inputting to rec e iving at the computer system user input in the user's response to the 
ass e ssment worksh e et at least two questions presented in the assessment worksheet ; 

determining compliance with the software management process including compliance 
with the terms and conditions of the software license corresponding to the acquired software 
asset by: 

analyzing user input against a pre-determined criteria; and 

calculating a sigma value based at least in part on the responses inputted by the user and 
on guidelines pre-stored within the database. 

outputting from th e comput e r syst e m a softwar e managem e nt sigma value calculated by 
the comput e r syst e m based on th e us e r input and the pr e d e termined criteria, wh e rein the sigma 
value indicates compliance with th e softwar e manag e m e nt proces s of th e busin e ss entity 
including compliance with tho terms and conditions of th e softwar e lic e n se corr e sponding to th e 
acquired softwar e ass e t. 

50. (currently amended) A web-based system for managing software assets of a business 
entity, the business entity having a software management process, said system comprising: 

a client system, 

a centralized database for storing information, and 

a server system configured to be coupled to said client system arid said centralized 
database, said web-based system further comprising: 

means for identifying at least one software asset satisfying a predetermined requirement 
of the business entity; 
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means for initiating and completing an acquisition process of the at least one software 
asset satisfying the predetermined business requirement; 

means for prompting a user to deploy the acquired software asset including installing the 
acquired software asset on at least one of the server system and the client system, the deployed 
software asset is accessed using the client system; 

means for storing in the database information relating to the acquired software asset 
including storing terms and conditions of a corresponding software license; 

means for maintaining the acquired software asset including prompting the user to review 
the software license and installing updated software on at least one of the server and the client 
system as provided by the software license; 

means for prompting the user to retire a the acquired software asset when the acquired 
software asset is no longer required by the business entity including de-installing the acquired 
software asset; and 

means for auditing the acquired software asset by: 

transmitting data from the server to the client system to display an assessment 
worksheet on the at least one client system , the worksh ee t including at l e ast on e 
question r e lating to th e acquir e d softwar e ass e t ; 

displaying in the assessment worksheet at least two questions including 
whether complete software license documentation has been maintained at the user's 
location, and whether a reconciliation of installed software and licenses has been 
conducted by the user; 
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inputting a response by the user p rompting a us e r to respond to the at least one 
qu e stion display e d on th e at least on e cli e nt system at least two questions presented in 
the assessment worksheet ; 

proc e ssing at inputting to the server at least on e the response received from the 
user to the at least on e qu e stion display e d two questions presented in the assessment 
worksheet ; and 

determining compliance with the software management process including 
compliance with the terms and conditions of the software license corresponding to the 
acquired software asset by: 

calculating at the server a sigma value based at least in part on the at 
least one response received from inputted by the use r, wherein th e sigma valu e 
indicat e s complianc e with th e softwar e manag e m e nt proc e ss of th e busin e ss 
e ntity including complianc e with th e t e rms and conditions of th e software 
lic e ns e corresponding to th e acquired softwar e ass e t . 

51. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 50 wherein said client system 
further configur e d with comprising : 

a displaying component; and 

a sending component to send an inquiry to the server system so that the server system can 
process and download the requested information to the client system. 

52. (original) A system according to Claim 51 wherein the sending component functions 
in response to a click of a mouse button. 

53. (original) A system according to Claim 51 wherein the sending component functions 
in response to a voice command. 
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54. (original) The client system of Claim 51 wherein said server system is protected 
from access by unauthorized individuals. 

55. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 50 wherein said server system is 
further configured with comprising : 

a collection component for collecting information from users into the centralized 

database; 

a tracking component for tracking information on an on-going basis; 
a displaying component for displaying information; 

a receiving component for receiving an inquiry from the client system; and 
an accessing component to access the centralized database and causing the retrieved 
information to be displayed on the client system. 

56. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 55 wherein said server system is 
further configured with a receiving component for receiving an inquiry to provide information 
from one of a plurality of users. 

57. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 55 wherein said server system is 
further configured with comprising a processing component for searching and processing 
received inquiries against the data storage device containing variety of information collected by 
the collection component. 

58. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 55 wherein said server system is 
further configur e d with comprising a retrieving component to retrieve information from the data 
storage device. 

59. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 55 wherein said server system is 
further configured with comprising an information fulfillment component that downloads the 
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requested information after retrieving from the data storage device to the plurality of users in the 
order in which the requests were received by the receiving component. 

60. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 50 wherein said server system is 
further configured to provid e comprising a means for providing access only to authorized 
individuals. 

61 . (currently amended) A system according to Claim 50 wherein said server system is 
further configur e d to stor e and update comprising a means for storing and updating information 
into the database. 

62. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 61 wherein said server system is 
further configured to stor e and update comprising a means for storing and updating at least as 
one of a last name of an employee, a first name of the employee, a middle initial of the 
employee, a status of the employee, a building and room code where the employee is located, a 
work phone number, a user identification, an e-mail address, a facsimile number, a manager's 
name who has direct supervisory authority over the employee, a department name and code of 
the department, a payroll number, a social security number, and a pay cycle category such as 
weekly, biweekly and monthly. 

63. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 61 wherein said server system is 
further configur e d to store and updat e comprising a means for storing and updating at least one 
of a software title, a software serial number, a software manufacturer, a brief description of the 
software, a date on which software was acquired, restrictions or limitations on software use, 
employees on whose desktop the software was installed, purchase order details relating to the 
software verifying the proof of purchase, any comments on software functionality, and other 
pertinent details useful to prove legal ownership and use of the software. 
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64. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 61 wherein said server system is 
further configured to stor e andupdat e comprising a means for storing and updating at least one 
of a serial number for hardware, a name of an employee whom the specific hardware has been 
assigned to and the date on which assigned, details on the hardware such as a manufacturer's 
name, an address, warranty information, hardware capabilities including specifications, month 
and a year of acquisition, hardware classification such as a desktop unit or a laptop unit, any 
lease related information, if applicable, and other pertinent details useful to prove legal 
ownership and use of the hardware. 

65. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 61 wherein said server system is 
further configur e d to stor e and updat e comprising a means for storing and updating at least one 
of a software title, a software serial number, a software manufacturer, a brief description of the 
software, a date on which software was licensed, restrictions or limitations on software use, 
employees on whose desktop the software was installed, contract details relating to the software 
licensing verifying the license, any comments on software functionality, and other pertinent 
details useful to prove valid licensing and use of the software. 

66. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 61 wherein said server system is 
further configur e d to stor e and updat e comprising a means for storing and updating at least one 
of a department title, a manager's name, a manager's social security number, a manager's mail 
stop code, a telephone number and an extension, a business unit contact person's name, a 
telephone number, mail code, address, facsimile number and other relevant information of the 
contact person. 

67. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 61 wherein said server system is 
further configured to store and update comprising a means for storing and updating at least one 
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of a vendor name, a vendor's business address including a city, state and zip code, vendor status 
such as preferred or non preferred, quality rating of the vendor, customer service rating of the 
vendor, contact person's name for the vendor, terms on which the vendor expects to get paid, and 
any other vendor relationship details regarding the vendor. 

68. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 61 wherein said server system is 
further configured to stor e and updat e comprising a means for storing and updating at least one 
of general training materials available for each of the software purchased and licensed and 
instructions on how to obtain such training materials. 

69. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 61 wherein said server system is 
further configured to stor e and updat e comprising a means for storing and updating at least one 
of self assessment responses against a set of specific questions, responses of independent audit 
against a set of specific questions, any self assessment comments, comments by an audit 
committee, business unit's name, location, and a person completing self assessment, and 
compliance information relating to the software management process. 

70. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 61 wherein said server system is 
further configured to d e fin e comprising a means for defining business requirements to be 
addressed by the at least one software asset. 

71. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 61 wherein said server system is 
further configured to analyz e comprising a means for analyzing information technology 
requirements. 

72. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 61 wherein said server system is 
further configured to analyze comprising a means for analyzing environmental standards. 
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73. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 61 wherein said server system is 
further configured to r e vi e w and finaliz e comprising a means for reviewing and finalizing 
business solution requirements. 

74. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 61 wherein said server system is 
further configured to identify comprising a means for identifying software alternatives that meet 
business requirements. 

75. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 50 wherein said server system is 
further configured to initiat e and complet e comprising a means for initiating and completing an 
acquisition process including prompting a user to decide to at least one of using an existing 
software, buying a new software, and building a new software to satisfy the business 
requirement. 

76. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 75 wherein said server system is 
further configured to evaluat e and check comprising a means for evaluating and checking for 
existing software contracts. 

77. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 75 wherein said server system is 
further configured to comprising : 

means for recommending recommend whether to at least one of use an existing software, 
buy a new software, and build a new software; and 

means for implementing implem e nt the recommendation to at least one of use an existing 
software, buy a new software, and build a new software. 

78. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 75 wherein said server system is 
further configur e d to comprising : 

means for reviewing r e view results of the user's decision; 
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means for preparing and submitting pr e par e and submit at least one of a request for 
proposal and a request for information to prospective vendors; and 
means for selecting s e l e ct a vendor to acquire the software. 

79. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 78 wherein said server system is 
further configured to r e comm e nd comprising a means for recommending at least one of copying 
an existing software and purchasing additional licenses for the existing software. 

80. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 78 wherein said server system is 
further configur e d to analyz e comprising a means for analyzing the user's decision based on 
subjective and objective criteria. 

81. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 78 wherein said server system is 
further configured to rej e ct comprising a means for rejecting the user's decision based on 
subjective and objective criteria. 

82. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 78 wherein said server system is 
further configured to e nt e r comprising a means for entering the decision into the database. 

83. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 78 wherein said server system is 
further configured to facilitat e comprising a means for facilitating compliance with equity 
investment guidelines, contract terms and conditions and other legal and financial requirements 
prior to the acquisition of the software. 

84. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 78 wherein said server system is 
further configured to gen e rat e comprising a means for generating at least one of a purchase order 
and a contract to acquire the software. 

85. (canceled) 
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86. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 84 wherein said server system is 
further configured to track comprising a means for tracking software licenses. 

87. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 84 wherein said server system is 
further configured to update comprising a means for updating the database. 

88. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 50 wherein said server system 
configured to analyz e comprising a means for analyzing maintenance terms of a software 
contract for maintaining the software asset. 

89. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 88 wherein said server system is 
further configur e d to purcha s e comprising a means for purchasing upgrades for the software 
contract. 

90. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 88 wherein said server system is 
further configured to maintain comprising a means for maintaining software. 

91 . (currently amended) A system according to Claim 88 wherein said server system is 
further configured to deploy comprising a means for deploying an upgraded version of the 
software. 

92. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 88 wherein said server system is 
further configured to updat e comprising a means for updating software purchase related 
information into the database. 

93. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 88 wherein said server system is 
further configured to updat e comprising a means for updating software license related 
information into the database. 
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94. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 88 wherein said server system is 
further configured to r e n e w comprising a means for renewing a maintenance contract for a 
software asset. 

95. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 50 wherein said server system is 
configured to prompt comprising a means for prompting a user to retire a software asset . 
including de-installing and destroying the software in accordance with a corresponding software 
license, and updating the database with revised licensing information. 

96. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 95 wherein said server system is 
further configur e d to updat e comprising a means for updating the server system with the 
purchasing information. 

97. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 50 wherein said server system is 
further configur e d to evaluat e and assess comprising a means for evaluating and assessing 
exposure of a department within the business entity. 

98. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 97 wherein said server system is 
further configured to compute comprising a means for computing a sigma value. 

99. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 97 wherein said server system is 
further configur e d to compar e comprising a means for comparing sigma values computed for 
each department within the business entity. 

100. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 50 wherein said server system is 
further configured to provid e comprising a means for providing auditing functions. 

101. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 100 wherein said server system 
is further configured to dev e lop and impl e m e nt comprising a means for developing and 
implementing corrective actions to improve the performance of the department. 
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102. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 100 wherein said server system 
is further configured to e nt e r comprising a means for entering information at least through one of 
a device connected to the client system. 

103. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 50 wherein said server system is 
further configured to provide comprising a means for providing information in response to an 
inquiry. 

104. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 103 wherein said server system 
is further configured to comprising : 

means for downloading download requested information from a server system; and 
means for displaying display requested information on a client system in response to the 
inquiry. 

105. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 104 wherein said server system 
is further configured to display comprising a means for displaying an HTML document 
downloaded by the server system. 

106. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 103 wherein said server system 
is further configured to print comprising a means for printing requested information in a pre- 
determined format. 

107. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 103 wherein said server system 
is further configured to acc e pt comprising a means for accepting an inquiry from a user. 

108. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 107 wherein said server system 
is further configured to comprising : 

means for displaying display information on to the client system; and 
means for receiving r e c e iv e an inquiry from the client system. 
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109. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 108 wherein said server system 
is further configur e d to submit comprising a means for submitting a request through pull down 
menus. 

110. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 108 wherein said server system 
is further configur e d to display comprising a means for displaying an HTML document 
downloaded by the server system. 

111. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 108 wherein said server system 
is further configured to display comprising a means for displaying at least one alternative out of 
various alternatives available to the user. 

1 12. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 108 wherein said server system 
is further configured to comprising : 

means for accessing access the centralized database; 

means for searching s e arch the database regarding the specific inquiry; 

means for retrieving retrieve information from the database; and 

means for causing the retrieved information to be displayed on the client system. 

1 13. (currently amended) A system according to Claim 108 wherein said server system 
is further configur e d to submit comprising submitting a request through pull down menus. 

114. (currently amended) A software license management system to automate a 
software management process for managing software assets of a business entity, measuring 
compliance requirements, and tracking/reporting status as necessary to assure proficiency and 
"adherence to implementation requirements of the software management process, said system 
comprising: 

a client system, 



O2 208§ 

26 




Express Mail Label No.: L J79299470US 

60709-00016 
PATENT 

a centralized database for storing information, and 

a server system configured to be coupled to said client system and said centralized 
database, said management system further comprising: 

means for organizing and processing information using at least one of a software 
identification module, an acquisition module, a deployment module, a maintenance module and a 
software retirement module; 

means for displaying an assessment worksheet on the client system , th e worksh e et 
including a plurality of question s relating to a softwar e ass e t of th e busin e ss e ntity ; 

means for displaying in the assessment worksheet at least two questions including 
whether complete software license documentation has been maintained at the user's location, and 
whether a reconciliation of installed software and licenses has been conducted by the user; 

means for inputting a response by the user to the at least two questions presented in the 
assessment worksheet prompting a us e r to r e spond to th e assessm e nt worksheet including the 
plurality of qu e stions r e lating to a th e software ass e t of th e busin e ss e ntity ; 

means for computing a sigrna value based on the user's responses to the plurality of at 
least two questions to measure compliance with the software management process including 
compliance with software licenses associated with the software asset; and 

means for providing feedback and suggestions based on the computed sigma value to 
help reduce the exposure to litigation and penalties, maximize software asset utilization through 
tighter inventory control, and capitalize on the software procurement process. 

115. (currently amended) A system for tracking software assets owned and licensed by a 
business entity, the business entity having a software management process, said system 
comprising: 
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a client system; 

a centralized database for storing information, and 

a server system configured to be coupled to said client system and said centralized 
database, said system further comprising: 

means for accessing the centralized database containing software assets information 
including data relating to each software asset owned or licensed by the business entity including 
terms and conditions of each corresponding software license; 

means for searching the database regarding a specific inquiry received from a user; 

means for retrieving information from the database; 

means for causing the retrieved information to be displayed for tracking, monitoring and 
auditing purposes; and 

means for auditing each software asset owned or licensed by the business entity by: 
transmitting data for a selected software asset from the server to the client 
system to display an assessment worksheet , th e worksheet including at least one 
qu e stion relating to the select e d software ass e t ; 

displaying in the assessment worksheet at least two questions including 
whether complete software license documentation has been maintained at the user's 
location, and whether a reconciliation of installed software and licenses has been 
conducted by the user; 

inputting a response bv the user prompting a us e r to r e spond to the at least two 
questions presented in the assessment worksheet on e qu e stion displayed on the client 
system ; 
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inputting to processing at the server at l e ast one the response received from the 
user to the at least one question displayed two questions presented in the assessment 
worksheet ; and 

determining compliance with the software management process including 
compliance with the terms and conditions of the software license corresponding to the 
acquired software asset by: 

calculating at the server a sigma value based at least in part on the at 
least on e response rec e iv e d from inputted by the use r, wher e in th e sigma valu e 
indi c at e s complianc e with the softwar e manag e m e nt proc e ss of th e busin e s s 
e ntity including complianc e with th e t e rms and conditions of the softwar e 
licens e corresponding to the s e lected software ass e t . 
116. (currently amended) A system for tracking software assets owned and licensed by a 
business entity, the business entity having a software management process, said system 
comprising: 

a client system, 

a centralized database for storing information, and 

a server system configured to be coupled to said client system and said centralized 
database, said system further comprising: 

means for displaying on the client system for a user a software management assessment 
checklist including a seri e s of qu e stions r e lating to a s oftwar e ass e t owned or licensed by th e 
busin e ss e ntity ; 
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means for displaying in the assessment checklist at least two questions including whether 
complete software license documentation has been maintained at the user's location, and whether 
a reconciliation of installed software and licenses has been conducted by the user; 

means for inputting a response by the user to the at least two questions presented in the 
assessment checklist receiving respons e s ent e red by the user through th e cli e nt system to e ach 
question included within th e software management assessm e nt check list ; and 

means for determining compliance with the software management process including 
compliance with the terms and conditions of the software license corresponding to the acquired 
software asset by: 

computing a sigma value based on guidelines pre-stored within the database 
and the response inputted by the use r, wherein the sigma value indicates complianc e 
with th e software management process of th e busin e ss e ntity including complianc e 
with softwar e licens e s associat e d with the software asset . 
117. (currently amended) A system for tracking software assets owned and licensed by a 
business entity, the business entity having a software management process, said system 
comprising: 

a client system, 

a centralized database for storing information, and 

a server system configured to be coupled to said client system and said centralized 
database, said system further comprising: 

means for storing in the database information relating to a software asset owned or 
licensed by the business entity including storing terms and conditions of a corresponding 
software license; 
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means for displaying on the client system an assessment worksheet including qu e stion s 
relating to th e softwar e ass e t ; 

means for displaying in the assessment worksheet at least two questions including 
whether complete software license documentation has been maintained at the user f s location, and 
whether a reconciliation of installed software and licenses has been conducted by the user; 

means for inputting a response by the user to the at least two questions presented in the 
assessment worksheet receiving user input in respons e to th e ass e ssm e nt worksh ee t ; 

means for determining compliance with the software management process including 
compliance with the terms and conditions of the software license corresponding to the acquired 
software asset by: 

analyzing user input against a pre-determined criteria; and 

m e ans for outputting calculating a sigma value based on the user input and the pre- 
determined criteri a, wh e r e in th e sigma value indicates complianc e with th e software 
managem e nt proc e ss of th e business entity including complianc e with th e terms and condition s 
of th e s oftware lic e nse corresponding to th e acquired softwar e ass e t . 

118. (canceled) 
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